
 

 

   

Advocacy Policy  

Enacted 7/30/18 
 
The Paso Robles Wine Country Alliance (PRWCA) as an association dedicated to the 
promotion and protection of Paso Robles Wine Country, engages in advocacy and 
education about issues that affect the wine industry.  
 
The PRWCA believes that taking stands on appropriate policy matters, and promoting 
those positions, are important ways in which we serve our members and our industry. 
We must not only serve our members, we must advocate for them. We will use our voice 
strategically and thoughtfully.  
 

Advocacy positions on specific issues will be determined on a case-by-case basis. 
Suggestions for taking a policy stand can come from anyone. These suggestions should 
be sent in writing to the Government Affairs Contractor. 

When an issue arises, the PRWCA should find out what organizations are working on it 
and do any of the following: 

1. Do nothing 
2. Inform our members 
3. Support another organization’s work on the issue 
4. Get involved if the PRWCA’s interests are not being well served 

 
Criteria for Public Policy Positions 
The PRWCA may take positions on public policy issues which fulfill four basic criteria: 

• Affects PRWCA’s ability to work toward its mission 
• The issue directly or indirectly affects the majority of our constituents and/or our 

organization. 
• The issue draws on our expertise and knowledge as an organization.  
• Along with the policy stand, we develop a realistic plan for how to communicate 

our stand to the appropriate people and what we will do to implement the stand. 
 
Procedure: 
1. When time allows, the issue first goes before the Government Affairs committee 

who will assess issues of potential interest and concern to determine if such 
issues should become subjects for advocacy for the organization. The committee 
makes a recommendation to the Board of Directors. 



 

 

2. Board of Directors acts on the recommendation of the Committee. Only the 
Board of Directors, by a majority vote, can decide on an official policy stand by 
the PRWCA. 

3. Only the Executive Committee, the Executive Director, Communications 
Director, Government Affairs Contractor and designated committee member 
may speak on behalf of the PRWCA or take action on local, state, or federal 
public policy issues.   

Concerning Participation on Coalitions 
In the PRWCA’s work with coalitions and associations, the PRWCA may take part in the 
advocacy work of a group provided the work is not in conflict with the PRWCA’s mission 
and coincides with our established position. 
 
The PRWCA will address state, national, and international issues only if its interests are 
not being well served by another organization. The PRWCA should work with other 
industry organizations when possible and should not dilute its efforts or influence by 
trying to work on every issue. 
  
The PRWCA conducts its advocacy work through coalitions and networks such as:  

• The Wine Institute 
• California Association of Winegrape Growers 
• Wine Origins Alliance 
• The Farm Bureau of San Luis Obispo County 

 
Endorsement 
The PRWCA does not support or oppose candidates for public office or political parties 
and only acts on issues related to the organization’s mission and its current public policy 
framework.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


